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in length, was not fully occupied by the fort.
Here he formed a hasty battery at six hundred
yards for his light guns, intending to try the
assault next day/ In the course of the night he
disposed his division in four parties,, which, upon
a given signal, were to move simultaneously from
the battery and surrounding valleys, with ladders,
to escalade the walls. Unfortunately, the signal
to be given was the firing of guns in a particular
manner from the battery; a method of communi-
cation at all times open to accident, and particu-
larly uncertain in a rugged country like that in
which Nalapanee was situated, where the columns
were necessarily out of sight of the battery; and
some of them so far off, that the report could not
be heard distinctly. The Major-general also gave
the officers commanding each column reason to
expect the signal after ten o'clock in the day; but
having early in the morning fired for some time
on the walls, without producing so much effect as
he expected, the impetuosity of his temper led
him to give the signal an hour before the time*
Hence it was only obeyed, when given, by two of
the four columns, those led by Colonel Carpenter,
and Major Ludlow; the former six hundred and ele-
ven strong, and the latter, nine hundred and thirty-
; officers included. Captain Bulbhudur ha4
the best possible preparations for defence;
the walls, he opened the wicket